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I need to start this years Master’s Mes-
sage with a heartfelt thank you to Lib-
erty Lodge for electing me to the Master’s
station.  I shall do my best to have a year that will verify
your trust in me.   This year we will have a social event
each month and several community activities for you and
your families.

We start our year with our installation of officers on Sat-
urday, January 5th.  The festivities will start at 6:30 p.m.
with a social hour, followed by the Installation at 7:30
p.m. This should take about 1½ hours. We will then have
a dessert reception in the dining room.  If you have never
attended a Masonic Installation, you will find it informa-
tive, solemn in places, fun in others and a chance to talk
to those who will be helping me with my programs and
doing all the things that it takes to make a lodge run well.

The corps of officers for this year is outstanding and I am
thankful that these masons have chosen to move up the
elected line as well as those who accepted their appoint-
ments.  I believe that you will be pleased by the result.

There is another group of our membership, while not of-
ficers, have come forth to chair many of the events that
we will be having during the year. These are very dedi-
cated men (and their ladies) that make a lodge great, and
I thank them for their efforts.

Well, enough of this, let’s get down to a few details.  We
will be participating in a Habitat For Humanity project,
continuing and expanding our bicycle program. We will
continue to work with the Interplast group and open av-
enues to similar groups.  The lodge has applied to be-
come a voting precinct and we will continue with our Kid’s
ID program.

I have included in my budget, two new scholastic
scholarships to be given during the year, as well as
continuing our support of our public schools as we have
done in the past.

On the social side, we will play Bocce Ball, go to Alcatraz

at night, have a progressive dinner, bottle wine (as well as
taste), travel to Paso Robles for a visitation, have a tail-
gate party and watch the S.J. Giants, observe the spawn-
ing of the elephant seals in Ano Nuevo, and many other
great events.

I hope that all of you will come and participate in our
projects, working for the good of our community, playing
and having a good time, and continue the great fellowship
that has always been the hallmark of Liberty Lodge.

Be Seeing You,
Jack Harris
Worshipful Master
“Standing Straight in 2008”

             Ladies of Liberty Brunch

Ladies of Liberty, join your friends for brunch at
11:30 AM on Wednesday, January 9 at Stuart
Anderson’s Black Angus, 740 El Camino Real in
Sunnyvale. Contact Ruby Rush for any additional
details: 408-988-4031. Make it your New Year’s
resolution to attend.

Lodge Answering Machine: (408) 241-5026
Master:    Wor. Jack Harris (408) 314-6124
Secretary: Wor. Tom Bergevin (408) 985-5996
Inspector: Wor. Randy Downey (408) 255-3719
Website:    http://www.liberty299.org
Lodge E-mail:   liberty299@liberty299.org

Liberty Lodge #299 F&AM

                       Sunshine!
          Shut-Ins

Bonnie Brannon Carl Miescke PM
Val Ramirez, PM Jo Ellen Kirby
Mary Francis Newton Joe Vargas
Gustavo Litvin Bill Sabanovich
Peter Spalding Franz Wagner
James Coryelle

Brethren, please remember our Brothers and Ladies.
They would all enjoy a call from time to time.



FROM THE SOUTH...FROM THE WEST...

Have you ever wanted to see an
elephant seal up close and
personal? Well here is your

chance!

On January 19 the lodge is planning a trip to visit Ano
Nuevo State Reserve. ANSR is the site of the largest
mainland breeding colony in the world for northern
elephant seals. This is during their winter breeding
season when the males battle for mates on the beaches
and the females give birth to their pups on the dunes.

We will be leaving the lodge at around 10 am and
return around 6 pm. An early lunch will be provided
by the lodge in Santa Cruz and the cost for the 2 1/2
hour 3-5 mile guided walk is only $5. To make your
reservations, you can use the sign up sheet on the
Tiler’s Desk or contact Rich Hatchett at 408-234-
6856 or 4j9rfan@aol.com.

    Elephant Seals
Mark your calendars for February 23, 2008 for
a fun (and challenging?) event.  We will be hav-
ing a Progressive Dinner.  What is a Progres-
sive Dinner you ask?  A Progressive Dinner is
where we all meet at somebody’s house for one
course of dinner, then (here’s the challenging
part) drive to another person’s house for the
next course.

Here’s the preliminary itinerary for our dinner:
- 2:00 pm: Hor d’ouvres at Mark and

Vicki Litherland’s house in Morgan Hill
- 3:30 pm: Soups and Salads at Dan and

Connie Manuto’s house in South San
Jose

- 5:00 pm: Entrees at T om and Cheryl
Bergevin’s house in Santa Clara

- 6:30pm : Desserts at Matt and Sandy
Spencer’s house in Campbell

Feel free to join the dinner at any stage of the
progression.  Maps will be provided.

Tom Bergevin, PM   -   Event Chairman

WELL! Thanksgiving was a wonderful time, and with 71
in attendance we had only ONE open chair! As usual
Golden Harvest did a very nice job with the food. Thank
you to those who stayed and helped with what little clean-
up there was, as John Nguyen and his staff were very
thorough.

Brother Francis Riodique was passed to the Fellowcraft
degree on December 13th, and we enjoyed mini-scones
for refreshment afterwards.

The Christmas dinner will be catered by Golden Harvest,
and it looks like we will again have over 60 smiling faces.

As incoming Senior Warden, I would like to extend my
congratulations to Brother Riodique, and his coach Brother
Steve Witten, on the very nice proficiency for the first de-
gree. Steve has been the “GO-TO guy” of our candidate
coaches, and I say thank you. I need to have more broth-
ers step forward for this important and rewarding posi-
tion, as we are starting the year with the potential for sev-
eral degrees. Please contact me.

Westward ho!
Mike Hertzberg, Senior Warden

As I am writing this it is finally getting chilly.  So, with this
in mind and in keeping with our January tradition, the
January 17th Potluck’s theme will be Soups.  The Lodge
will provide the drinks, breads and a green salad and as
usual, the rest is up to you.

Also, don’t forget the February Sweetheart’s Dinner
which will be on the third Thursday, which is February
21st.  Sign up sheets will be in the Lodge soon, but mark
your own Calendars so you won’t miss it.  As usual, the
Sweetheart’s dinner will be catered.

It is going to be tough matching Mike’s dedication and
hard work, as he did a great job last year as the Junior
Warden.  Thank you Mike and Linda, for the wonderful
job in keeping us fed.  I am sure that with Vickie’s
lead, we will be up to the challenge of doing my job
this next year (smile).

Here’s looking into the South,
Mark Litherland, Junior Warden

Q: In which play and who is the author, do we find the lines
“To that undiscovered country from whose bourne no trav-
eler returns” ?

. A: The play is “Hamlet” by William Shakespeare and the line
is in the first scene of the third act.





Looking Back At Some Of The Highlights Of 2007

Liberty Lodge tours the Sacramento Shriner’s Hospital Gordon’s Shooters having some fun at the pistol range

“Operation Good Shoes” arrives in Mozul, Iraq Paul Kornegay and Alan Spalding throwing horsehoes

Congratulations to Maggie Wagner, our newest citizen The infamous waterballoon toss at the annual picnic



From the Secretary’s Desk….
The Dec. 31st deadline for paying your dues is past.
Are you delinquent in paying yours?
    Brethren, most of you paid your dues promptly, and I
thank you for your assistance. But unfortunately, as of the
writing of this article, there are still many members who
have NOT sent in their payment. Much of our lodge bud-
get is dependent on every member doing his part to see
that his dues are paid on time. That date was no later than
Dec. 31st. If you are delinquent, please see to this matter
today! Also, unfortunately, there are a dozen of you, who
are the same members every year that don’t pay your dues
until late in the year; and then only after three or four no-
tices and many phone calls made to you. Please break this
habit and pay your dues promptly.
     Remember that this year’s amount is $51 ($20 Annual
plus $31 for Per Capita Tax to Grand Lodge). All dues
notices were mailed in October. So, if you didn’t receive
your notice, it got lost in the mail. Please, either call me for
a replacement notice or just send in a check anyway to
“Liberty Lodge #299” for $51! If you would like to pur-
chase a Life Membership, call me for details. It’s cheaper
for you in the long run, and it helps our lodge in perpetuity.

Annual Giving Campaign
   This year’s Annual Campaign is well under way and
pledge cards were mailed out in mid November. I know
they have been received, because many of you have al-
ready responded with very generous gifts. Thank-you very
much. This past year, 33% of our membership contributed
in some fashion and we raised $13,354 for our Homes and
Foundation. This year to date, and although it is still early,
11% of our members have made a gift. But, that 11% has
contributed $6,336, almost half of what we did in 2007.
Again, thank-you for your generosity. I know that if we
increase our participation percentage this year, we will well
exceed those donations of 2007.  If you are one of the 67%
that did not understand how important your donation is to
our brethren, our widows and our kids, remember,  “Each
to his own ability”, but your support is vital! Please be
with us this coming year and participate.
   Many of our members are now contributing through the
on-line method. For those that have not seen the on-line
site, it is simple and you can break up your contributions
into smaller monthly segments or with a one time contribu-
tion as you prefer. The on-line site can be found on the
Grand Lodge website at www.freemason.org and then
select the “Give Online” button on the left of the page. It
is easy and painless, so give it a try. But no matter what
method you use, please help!

Fraternally, Ken Nagel (Secretary)

$13,354 --
  (Last
     Year)

AS OF 22 December

2008 DUES

-- 170 (Paid 74%)

231 (Total members)

-- $6,336 (To Date)

Annual Giving
Contributions

TWO GOLDEN VETERANS TO BE
HONORED

Yes, at our January potluck, we will be honoring two of
our Brothers who will be presented the Golden Vet-
eran award for attaining 50 years of membership in
Masonry. Brother Wendell Huxtable  and Brother Wyatt
Sawyer will be at our potluck and our District Inspec-
tor Wor. Randy Downey will preside at their ceremony.

There will also be 25 year pins awarded to Brother
Steve Witten and Brother Charles Hinde celebrating
their membership for a quarter century in masonry.

Please come and join us in congratulating all of these
brothers on their commitment to our craft and on their
achievements in Freemasonry.

With Brotherly Love and Affection,
Jack Harris

Please Help Our Soldiers

The Santa Clara chapter of Eastern Star has “adopted”
a unit of 100 soldiers in Iraq. They have sent us a “wish
list” of items to help them. Soduko puzzles, crossword
puzzles, DVD’s, board games, magazines, beef jerky,
and non-melting snacks to name a few. If you would
like to help us out, please look for the basket in the
corner of the dining room. All donations are welcome.

Thank you,
Diana West - Worthy Matron
John Unger - Worthy Patron



6:45 PM
1st Degree
Practice

1:00 PM
Fellowship Day

6:45 PM
Practice

3rd Degree
1st section
advanced stations

6:45 PM
Practice

3rd Degree
1st section
advanced stations

6:45 PM
Practice

3rd Degree
1st section
advanced stations

6:45 PM
Practice

3rd Degree
1st section
advanced stations

6:30 PM OAM
Liberty Lodge
Rod Work

January 2008 Activities

7:00 PM
1st Degree

6:30 PM
Masonic Education

8:00 PM
Stated Mtg

6:30 PM
Potluck Dinner
25 and 50 Year
Awards

11:30 AM Liberty
Ladies Brunch
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 An idea so simple: Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth                       2 B 1 Ask 1                       Making Good Men Better

 6                7                8                9              10               11           12

Dates to Remember…
Feb 21 Sweetheart’s Dinner
Feb 23 Progressive Dinner
Mar 29 Chabot Planetarium

   1    2    3    4    5

  27     28       29              30              31

   20               21       22              23           24     25           26

 13              14              15              16   17   18            19

Happy
New Year

6:30 PM
Installation of
the Officers of
Liberty Lodge
for 2008

10:00 Guided
walk among
Elephant Seals


